
Page 85WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

85WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

Public Exhibition and Workshops
November 2015

Towards a Common Vision

In 2030, Wood Green has become such a nice and 
popular place to visit and to live in that it has become 
newsworthy. 

You are asked to develop a slogan to promote the 
assets of the area. Imagine what it would say.

e.g. A Place of Diversity, Authenticity, Making, 
Trading and Exchange! The coolest place in North 
London to be! ...

03 | BELONG
IDENTITY

Your needs and vision:
•	Promote the diverse and vibrant atmosphere and 

community
•	A popular and unique place to belong

Some of your ideas: 
•	A Local radio or TV station
•	Encourage local festivals
•	Hold / modernize ethnic markets

•	Provide an information point
•	More outdoor fruit and veg stalls to cultivate 

the atmosphere

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

Vital ingredients already exist in Wood Green that 
provide the area with a unique identity. We want 
to make sure this great identity is protected and 
celebrated as we develop our plan.

People

The area is home to a diverse community, a number of 
strong and active community groups and interesting 
and ambitious businesses that are proud to be based in 
Wood Green.

Heritage

There are number of listed buildings of local interest, 
including the former Gaumont Cinema and St Michael’s 
Church. The area includes a number of conservation 
areas, including the Noel Park Estate and Wood Green 
Common – each with their unique character.

Hidden gems

The 1930s Chocolate Factory buildings are a reminder 
of	the	area’s	industrial	heritage	and	make	a	significant	
contribution to the area’s identity. The well-used 
independent bookstore and markets add something 
unique to the area. Wood Green Common and 
Alexandra	Park	also	offer	a	wealth	of	opportunities.

Activity and street life

Outdoor	seating	for	businesses	such	as	Coffee	
Republic adds vibrancy to the high street. These 
are supported by street markets and retail displays 
that extend onto the street in areas such as Turnpike 
Lane. Public seating has emerged as a priority during 
consultation and where it has been provided it is well 
used, increasing the time people spend in the area and 
their activity.

What’s Great About Wood Green?

Public seating is well used 
when provided

The	Black	Tap	coffee	shop	on	the	corner	of	Gladstone	
Avenue

Community groups making 
improvements to the area

Retail display opening onto 
High Road

Street entertainer on the 
High Road

Karamel café is attracting a 
new social life

The High Road has a long 
history of retail activity

Activity and street life

Industrial heritage - 
Chocolate Factory 2

Proximity to Alexandra 
Palace

Successful businesses in 
the Cultural Quarter

Independent stores - the 
Big Green Bookshop

The	Market	Hall	reflects	the	areas	diversity

A busy High Street with low 
vacancy rates

Hidden gems

Popular Turkish cafe on 
the High Road

Successful businesses in 
the Cultural Quarter

Strong community groups 
active across Wood Green

People

Brilliant Victorian frontages 
define	the	High	Road

Characterful housing in Noel 
Park Estate

Turnpike Lane Station is a well-preserved example of the 
modernist London Transport architecture of the 1930s

Heritage

Please write your own slogans here: 

Your slogans

The red brick ‘Shopping City’ built in the 1970’s is the 
image most people associate with Wood Green. 

Tell us your thoughts on the form. 

Current centre

•	Make the most of what’s good in Wood Green 
and celebrate it

•	Transform the image of the area for the better 
and develop a shared vision of ‘What and who 
is Wood Green for’
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Your needs and vision:
•	Value and celebrate historical and special buildings
•	An easy to get around and attractive place to 

spend time

Some of your ideas: 
•	Promote the Chocolate Factory and Cultural Quarter
•	Renovate shop fronts

•	Refurbish historic buildings 
•	Use signage and public art to signpost key buildings 

and spaces and reveal local assets
•	Signpost - ‘Wood Green for Alexandra Palace’

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

CiviC Centre & 
trinity Green1

•	 Significant	buildings	that	contribute	
towards	a	sense	of	place

•	 Connects	to	a	wider	green	network
•	 Loose	and	poorly	defined	edges
•	 Poor	quality	public	space
•	 Negative	associations	with	civic	building
•	 Improve	existing	green	space,	pedestrian	
crossings	and	setting	of	key	buildings

•	 Residential	scheme	on	Civic	Centre	site

HiGH Street 
nortH2

•	 Victorian	buildings	on	the	High	Road	
provide	character

•	 The	proposed	meanwhile	project
•	 Out-dated	and	poor	quality	buildings
•	 Hard	landscaping	dominates
•	 The	bus	garage	causes	congestion
•	 Improve	arrival	from	the	station
•	 Station	Road	becomes	a	gateway	to	
Alexandra	Palace

•	 New	public	space	outside	the	library

HiGH Street 
SoutH3

•	 Market	stalls	on	side	streets
•	 High	quality	historic	fabric	evident
•	 Independents	-Big	Green	Bookstore
•	 Rear	elevations	&	service	yards
•	 Historic	Dovecote	Avenue	link	lost
•	 Loss	of	M&S
•	 Many	low	grade	and	convenience	stores
•	 New	retail	space	to	attract	anchor	stores
•	 Re-establish	historic	connections
•	 Meanwhile	uses	in	vacant	buildings

Parkland & 
MorriSonS4

•	 Landmarks	-	Duke	of	Edinburgh	Pub
•	 Arguably	the	centre	of	Wood	Green
•	 Severe	lack	of	active	or	positive	frontage
•	 Poor	east-west	connections
•	 Link	from	High	Road	to	Cultural	Quarter
•	 A	refreshed	civic	presence	such	as	a	new	
library	and	community	space

•	 Externalise	the	vibrant	market	hall	within	a	
new	public	space

•	 Improve	service	yards	and	frontage

tHe Mall5

•	 Major	draw	on	the	high	street.
•	 Improvements	by	community
•	 Views	afforded	from	carpark
•	 Lack	of	active	frontage	and	congested
•	 Disrupts	east-west	links	from	High	Road
•	 Unsympathetic	impact	on	streetscape
•	 Lack	of	quality	shops
•	 Improve	service	yards	and	frontage
•	 Sensitive	rejuvenation
•	 Improve	pedestrian	environment

Cultural Quarter6

•	 Mixed-use	identity
•	 Establishing	a	creative	and	social	life
•	 Successful	businesses
•	 Little	evidence	of	activity
•	 Edge	conditions	to	the	west
•	 Lacks	space	for	growing	businesses
•	 Loss	of	Mountview	Theatre	School
•	 Make	existing	activity	more	visible
•	 Mix	workspace	&	some	new	housing
•	 A	range	of	workspace	space	&	support

Clarendon road7

•	 Development	will	increase	footfall	through	
the	Cultural	Quarter

•	 Theme	of	fashion	and	textile	prevalent	
among	businesses

•	 Poor	quality	industrial	space	to	the	south
•	 Will	provide	approximately	1100	new	
homes

•	 Create	stronger	links	with	the	High	Street

Wood Green CoMMon8

•	 One	of	last	remnants	of	the	‘green	that	was	
Wood	Green’

•	 A	strong	surrounding	use	mix
•	 Has	historic	significance
•	 Underused	in	its	current	state
•	 Limited	access	and	visibility
•	 Attracts	anti	social	behaviour
•	 Improve	access	and	increase	use
•	 A	refreshed	landscape	design
•	 Connect	with	other	green	spaces

turnPike lane Station 
& Duckett’s CoMMon9

•	 Turnpike	Art	Group	are	active
•	 Ducketts	Common	well	used
•	 Public	realm	improvements	show	promise
•	 Badly	maintained	buildings	outside	the	
tube	station

•	 Entrance	to	Ducketts	Common	poorly	
defined

•	 Enhancement	of	Ducketts	Common
•	 A	strong	arrival	point	to	the	High	Road

turnPike lane10

•	 A	well-established	local	shopping	area
•	 Supports	businesses	that	reflect	Wood	
Greens	diversity

•	 Lacks	sense	of	arrival	from	Turnpike	Lane	
Station

•	 Vehicular	dominated
•	 Create	a	stronger	relationship	with	the	
High	Road	and	tie	into	Wood	Green

•	 Shop	front	improvements

ParkSide Malvern11

•	 Good	housing	stock	with	a	well-defined	
streetscape

•	 Active	residents	group
•	 Improvements	to	streetscape	including	
alleyway	upgrades

•	 Suffers	from	proximity	to	the	back-end	of	
the	Mall	and	through	traffic

•	 Improved	connections	with	High	Road
•	 Better	relationship	between	retail	and	
residential	areas

noel Park12

•	 A	strong	character	area	with	a	clear	
identity

•	 Well-planned	and	structured	streets
•	 Strong	gateway	along	Gladstone	Avenue
•	 Disconnected	from	the	High	Road
•	 Strengthen	existing	public	spaces
•	 Re-establish	Dovecote	Avenue	link
•	 Sympathetic	new	scale	and	frontage

Strengths
- High street vacancy below 5% 
- 220,000 visitors /week 
- Council and services 
- Public transport links 
- Proximity of Alexandra Palace 
- Identity of residential areas 
- Strong community 
- Vibrant markets 
- Meanwhile use projects

Please add your strengths here…

Weaknesses
- Historical lack of planning 
- Poor perceptions of place 
-	High	road	dominated	by	traffic 
- Congested pavements 
- Town centre lacks depth 
- Cultural Quarter underutilised 
- Fear of crime 
- Lack of active frontage 
- Lack of east west connectivity 
- Negative impact buildings 
-	Poorly	defined	green	space

Please add your weaknesses here…

Opportunities
-	Re-define	the	Town	Centre 
- Council land ownership 
- Arrival of Crossrail 2 in 2030 
- New homes and job creation 
- Celebrate local culture 
- Improved education & training 
- Council at the heart of the area 
- Public space improvements 
- More meanwhile activity 
- Build on existing assets: 
 - Green space 
 - Markets 
 - Chocolate Factory

Please add your opportunities here…

Threats
- Negative perceptions 
-	Future	retail	offer	at	an				
expanded Brent Cross & re-
developed Tottenham Hale  
-	High	Street	confidence 
  following the departure of M&S 
- Mountview departure 
- Land ownership & landlord  
  appetite for transformation 
- Crossrail 2 not arriving

Please add your threats here…

Scale - 1:2500 @ A1
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04 | BELONG
CHARACTER

A number of areas in Wood Green have distinct 
characters and qualities. Shown here is a summary 
of the strengths and weaknesses of each ‘character 
area’, focusing on things like the distinctive qualities 
of the existing environment – including green space, 
buildings of merit or notable activity – alongside key 
issues that weaken the area’s appearance or function. 
The extent of development or conservation and the key 
opportunities for each are also considered.

Existing Character Areas 

Overarching Analysis of the Area

Blue	text	-	Strengths	 Red	text	-	Weaknesses	 Green	text	-	Opportunities

•	Enhance and strengthen existing character areas
•	Create	new	character	areas	to	reflect	Wood	

Green’s changing identity

GOALS fOr WOOD GrEEn
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Sites for new homes Areas identified for new homes

One of the key roles of the 
AAP (Area Action Plan) is to 
describe how Wood Green can 
accommodate new homes and 
provide a range of affordable 
properties for rent, shared 
ownership and private sale. 
Combined with the anticipated 
arrival of Crossrail 2, we need to 
make sure that Wood Green can 
build the new homes Haringey 
desperately needs for the benefit 
of local people. This might include 
some taller buildings and some 
landmark towers in locations where 
this is appropriate.  

There is an opportunity to provide 
a range of different housing types. 
Let us know what you think of the 
examples shown or tell us about 
what you would like to see

Possible Building Types 
and Mixes of Use

Medium height 
residential 
development 
organised around 
semi-private open 
space

Residential 
development 
provided above 
existing workspace 
or buildings

Dual-use building 
type combining 
double height spaces 
for dwelling and work

Residential uses 
wrap around 
internalised public 
space such as a 
market

Medium scale 
residential mixed 
in with retail or 
workspace at ground 
and roof level

Housing above a 
podium or raised 
green space

Large scale mixed 
use development set 
around enhanced 
open and community 
spaces

21 3 4 5 6 7

Like DislikeDon’t know

Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here:

05 | Live
Housing

WorkspaceResidential Retail Community

STATION ROAD

TURNPIKE LANE

HIGH ROAD

GREAT NORTHERN RAILW
AY

HORNSEY

ALEXANDRA 
PALACE

WOOD 
GREEN

TURNPIKE 
LANE

Haringey Civic Centre 
Development could either 
incorporate or replace the 
existing building.
Station Road  
& Arriva Bus Garage 
The bus depot could be built 
over or around.
Mecca Bingo Hall

 Morrison’s & Existing Library 
Key existing uses such as the 
library and supermarket would 
be re-provided in any new 
development
The Cultural Quarter 
This is a key employment area 
and business spaces must be 
protected and enhanced

The Shopping Mall 
See the Shopping Mall board 
for considerations for this site
South of the High Road 
Existing retail will be protected 
in any new development
South of Clarendon Road
Clarendon Road 
Outline planning application 
for over 1000 new homes
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10+ Storeys

M
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5-9 Storeys

L
Low 

1-4 Storeys

LM

LANdMARK 
20+ Storeys

The map shows all sites that are currently being considered for new residential development

Z

Using the sticky 
dots, please 

indicate where 
yoU woUld locate 
taller bUildings:

Your needs and vision: 
• Well designed, well maintained and affordable and 

modern places to live

Some of your ideas: 
• Use industrial buildings for living
• Maintain current social housing stock
• Encourage live-in landlords

wHAT YoU HAVe ToLd US

• A minimum of 4,600 new 
homes

• A range of homes for all 
households and incomes

• Housing mixed with other 
functions of the town centre 
including retail, social, 
workspace and community

goALS foR wood gReeN
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Your needs and vision: 
• A safe and comfortable place for people to enjoy, 

that is clean well managed and maintained

Some of your ideas: 
• More seats to increase the number of people on the 

streets
• More places with Wi-Fi to encourage people to spend 

time here

• More bins and better rubbish collection for well 
maintained streets 

• Greater police and CCTV presence and social 
support mechanisms

• Help centres to deal with anti-social behaviour

wHAT YoU HAVe ToLd US

06 | Live
sAFeTY AnD WeLLBeing

Crime and safety has emerged as a key concern in 
consultation with residents and High Road businesses. 
Street level crime such as anti-social behaviour and 
drug dealing has been frequently commented upon. 
Alongside this there is a recognised problem with 
serious issues such as gang activity.  

Safety by design

Crime and the perception of it has social and economic 
repercussions. It is not possible for design on its 
own to solve deep-rooted problems. However, it can 
help to improve the perception of an area and create 
an environment that makes residents feel safer by 
ensuring, for instance, there are no dark alleys or dead 
ends and creating an atmosphere that is open, calming 
and welcoming. The AAP (Area Action Plan) also aims 
to create jobs and business opportunities which can 
contribute to reducing crime.

Security initiatives

Ideas currently used in Wood Green include Shopping 
City security communicating crime risks to smaller 
High Road Businesses, the Metropolitan Police 
appointing a District Ward Officer to develop a 
business engagement plan to address fears, and 
local businesses establishing an online security 
network for independent retailers on the High Road 
to share information about local crime and coordinate 
responses to shoplifting. 

A business forum has also been established to allow 
local business owners to take greater control over 
tackling crime in the local area.

wellbeing factors

Our sense of well being (feeling good) is influenced 
by a number of factors such as: a sense of individual 
vitality and having influence over factors affecting us 
and changes outside of our control. It is also about 
positive social experiences that gives a sense of 
connection with others. Interaction in public spaces, 
feeling safe and comfortable outside of the home, 
community engagement, active lifestyles and access to 
green space and affordable fresh food as well as strong 
social networks and continual learning all contribute to 
a sense of well being.

existing danger Spots and Safe Spaces

ideas for improving safety and wellbeing

Like DislikeDon’t know

on the map, please  
note any particular issues 

we should be aware of 
or make suggestions for 

improvements.
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footfall 

throUgh More 
isolated areas

UnwelcoMing 
alleyways and 

places for 
loitering

create brighter 
spaces with 

More passive 
sUrveillance

poorly 
Maintained pUblic 

space

Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:

actively fronted, safe 
and accessible spaces

places to Meet & relax 
within the town centre

landscapes that 
encoUrage play

opportUnities to rUn 
or cycle

fresh, local and 
affordable Markets

Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:

good lighting and 
well designed pUblic 
space

vocational training 
provision

access to pleasant 
landscapes for walking 
and relaxation

pUblic space that 
reflects the areas 
cUltUral diversity

space for local 
sports teaMs to train, 
play and socialise

‘HealtHy’ fried cHicken 
shop

feeling safe social wellbeing active lifestyles healthy food

space for coMMUnity 
events and gatherings

issUes opportUnities

• Address negative perceptions of  
Wood Green

• Understand existing concerns and developing 
strategies for reducing crime through design

• De-clutter and clean streets to create a quality 
environment

• Access to healthy and affordable food and 
markets

• Organise community events and projects
• Develop more well designed green space
• Use good urban design principles to create safe 

streets with good lighting
• Develop strong social networks and ensure 

continual learning

goALS foR wood gReeN
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Your needs and vision:
• A wide range of shops and also markets 

promoting and reflecting local culture
• A prosperous and diverse place to shop

Some of your ideas:
• Attracting independent, creative and quality shops, 

such as bookshops, flower shops and hardware
• Street food and Farmer markets

• Developing modern facilities as pick-up points  
for online shopping 

• Pop-up shops in empty spaces

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

07 | SHOP
THE HIGH STREET

Wood Green has a strong history as a bustling shopping 
area, but its future as one of London’s top town centres is 
at risk – like many UK high streets – as more people shop 
online and state-of-the-art shopping centres like Westfield 
open around the capital. 

The image on the right shows some of the key things that 
will influence the success of the high street in the future.

Wood Green High Road - Today 

High Street Diversity 
Wood Green is retail dominated with 59% of the Town 
Centre made up of such uses. Research shows that 
the retail quality is geared towards a lower grade offer 
and it is believed that Wood Green must become 
more diverse, a place where people live, work and 
socialise to remain successful. London’s most 
prosperous High Streets are those where the night-
time economy has become as important as the day-
time one. As seen in the map above left, Wood Green 
lacks an evening economy with 74% of businesses 
closing at 7pm. 

Attractive High Streets 
The high street must be accessible, pleasant and safe 
to attract visitors and encourage them to spend time 
in the area. Good town centre design with attractive 
streets and high quality urban spaces will help to 
revitalise the high street. Wood Green’s markets are 
thriving, bringing these to the forefront could be a 
fantastic way to bring the area to life and reflect local 
culture. Night markets, and street food are now a 
popular way of enlivening town centres.

Supporting businesses 
A strong and successful economy is needed to 
underpin the High Street. Our research has uncovered 
retailer concerns regarding business rates and 
inadequately performed services such as street 
cleaning and security provision. Consultation has 
revealed concerns regarding parking restrictions on 
Turnpike Lane that is stifling trade and an absence of 
marketing and events that could drive footfall.

Ideas for the high street

Like DislikeNeutral

Affix Stickers here:

PURPOSE BUILT 
MARKET IN A KEY 
LOCATION SUCH AS 
A TOWN SQUARE

Affix Stickers here:

COMMUNITY SPACE 
WITH ACCESS TO 
SERVICES SUCH AS A 
NEW LIBRARY

Affix Stickers here:

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
STREET EVENTS

New civic and community life

Idea 1 - Rejuvinated High Street
A better mix and range of shops, with more food 
and drink, and an overal improvement in quality, 
cleanliness and appearance. Added to this a 
destination for living with leisure and opportunities 
for new forms of employment to create a genuine 
mixed use high street. 

CULTURAL 
QUARTER

STATION ROAD

TURNPIKE LANE

HIGH ROAD

GREAT NORTHERN RAILW
AY

HORNSEY

ALEXANDRA 
PALACE

WOOD 
GREEN

TURNPIKE 
LANE

N

OP1a

OP1b

Idea 2 - Two Town Centres
A clustering of retail and community facilities and 
work space centred on the stations at Wood Green 
and Turnpike Lane, including Crossrail2 at TLA. 
Residential led area between the centres with 
smaller scale retail and food & drink at ground level.

NOEL PARK 
ESTATE

PARKSIDE 
MALVERN

CULTURAL 
QUARTER

STATION ROAD

TURNPIKE LANE

HIGH ROAD

GREAT NORTHERN RAILW
AY

HORNSEY

ALEXANDRA 
PALACE

WOOD 
GREEN

TURNPIKE 
LANE

N

OP1a

OP1b

Affix Stickers here:

MEANWHILE SPACES 
TO SUPPORT YOUNG 
BUSINESSES OR 
SHOPS

New shopping habits

Affix Stickers here:

OPTIONS FOR CLICK 
AND COLLECT ON 
THE HIGH STREET

Affix Stickers here:

TEMPORARY FOOD 
STALLS ACTIVATING 
AREAS BEHIND THE 
HIGH STREET

Affix Stickers here:

DIFFERENT USES 
SUCH AS A HOTEL

Affix Stickers here:

IMPROVEMENTS TO 
SHOP FRONTS

High street living and working

Affix Stickers here:

GREENER AND MORE 
PLEASANT SPACES TO 
SIT AND RELAX

Idea 3 - Intensified High Street
A metropolitan focus centred on a new Wood 
Green Crossrail 2 station. Increased density and 
intensification of urban life, mixing retail, residential, 
civic, community and pockets of workspace. Orbiting 
the centre a number of distinct character areas and 
local high streets such as Turnpike Lane, Station 
Road and the Cultural Quarter.

CULTURAL 
QUARTERALEXANDRA

PARK

STATION ROAD

TURNPIKE LANE

HIGH ROAD

GREAT NORTHERN RAILW
AY

HORNSEY

ALEXANDRA 
PALACE

WOOD 
GREEN

TURNPIKE 
LANE

N

OP2

High street
Employment

Residential

TURNPIKE LANE IS 
CHARACTERISED BY 

LOCAL RETAIL

HIGH QUALITY 
FRONTAGES

DESIGNATION AS 
A METROPOLITAN 
CENTRE AT RISK

THREAT POSED BY 
BRENT CROSS

STREET MARKETS 
ARE POPULAR AND 

ADD LIFE

OUTDOOR SEATING 
ANIMATES PUBLIC 

REALM

HIGH ROAD HAS 
82% OF ALL ACTIVE 

FRONTAGE - LIMITED 
ACTIVITY BEYOND

74% OF BUSINESSES 
CLOSE AT 7PM

CONCERN OVER 
DECLINE OF HIGH 
STREET NAMES 

SHOP FRONTS 
IN NEED OF 

IMPROVEMENT 

WOOD GREEN 
STATION

THE MALL

WOOD GREEN 
LIBRARY

TURNPIKE LANE

TURNPIKE 

LANE STATION

CAXTON RD

HIGH ROAD

The blue on the map below shows what is closed after 7pm on the high street. This brings 
a range of problems (security, local economy not benefiting, attractiveness). Shops that stay 
open later than 7pm are the convenience stores within a 3 minute walking distance of Wood 
Green and Turnpike Lane stations

High street opening times

Open till 7pm

Open till 9pm

Open till 12am

Opten after 12am

Open 24 hours

Opening Hours Ground Floor
Opening Hours First Floor

WOOD 
  GREEN

TURNPIKE 
LANE

HORNSEY

3min walk

3min walk

The Vue Cinema - first floor

The Mall, eastern side - first floor

GREAT NORTHERN RAILW
AY

Example Images

Let us know what you think of the examples 
shown using the coloured dots provided

PLEASE ADD ANY 
OTHER ISSUES TO THE 

MAP OR SUGGEST 
IMPROVEMENTS

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES

• Retain Wood Green’s Metropolitan Centre 
status: encourage retail diversity and quality; 
provide more leisure facilities, including cultural 
and community events; residential development 
and workspace

• Increase the town centre’s vitality and viability. 
Encourage street life: attractive streets and 
public spaces with more cafes, bars and 
restaurants opening in the evening

• Bring life to the back of the High street, infill 
with development and active frontage

• De-clutter and clean up the street and buildings, 
shop front improvements and historic buildings 
enhancements

• Link to distinct areas off the High Road for 
different places to visit and spend time

GOALS FOR WOOD GREEN

Open till 7pm
Open till 9pm
Open till 12am
Open after 12am
Open 24 hours
Vacant

Potential Crossrail 2 station
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Public Exhibition and Workshops
November 2015

Your needs and vision: 
• Make it look good and promote entertainment 

activities and other uses of the space

Some of your ideas: 
• A dynamic and contemporary shopping centre with a 

great offer
• Attract more recognised shops

• Use the empty car park for artist studios or 
restaurants and views of Alexandra Palace

• Make it bigger and better - Cafe Costa is always 
full and has had a positive impact

• People live here and work here as well

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

08 | SHOP
SHOPPING CITY

Built in the late 1970s, The Mall occupies the site of the 
former Noel Park and Palace Gates Railway Station. 
It straddles the High Road and is linked by a bridge at 
first-floor level.

To the west, the centre is six storeys high, with shops 
on the lower levels and car parking and housing above. 
Known as “Sky City”, the development provides 201 
homes, varying in size from five-person maisonettes to 
studio flats. An internal route connects this side with 
the High Road, passing through the busy market hall, 
a space which reflects the area’s diversity. To the east, 
leisure facilities and workspaces are provided including 
Cineworld and a gym at second-floor level. 

Though evoking mixed feelings in terms of its 
architectural qualities, the building is generally 
considered out-dated and very unlikely to be fit for 
purpose in 15 years. It also blocks movement around 
the town centre, especially when it is closed after 7pm, 
making the centre unoccupied and unsafe.

The Mall - At the Centre of Wood Green

Example Images

Affix Stickers here:

INTERNAL PUBLIC SPACE PROVIDED 
WITHIN THE MALL

Affix Stickers here:

RE-CLADDING WITH A VERTICAL 
GARDEN, PARIS

Affix Stickers here:

EXISTING FACADE RE-CLAD
DEBENHAMS OXFORD STREET

Like DislikeDon’t Know

Let us know what you think of the examples 
shown using the coloured dots provided

• Address the issues of service yards and the 
blank walls at the back of the high street and 
Mall by opening up, infilling and re-developing 
sites to provide active frontages, overlooking 
and natural surveillance

• Maximise pedestrian activity at ground level 
and provide an improved street experience

• Create a more diverse retail environment and 
food & drink offer with more public spaces 
to make the experience for shoppers more 
enjoyable

• Establish improved and provide additional 
east-west routes making it  easier to access 
the High Road

• More of a town centre than a shopping centre; 
with traditional streets, blocks and spaces

GOALS FOR WOOD GREEN Ideas to improve Wood Green’s centre

Concept oneExisting Mall

Noel Park

Noel Park

Noel Park 
Estate

Noel Park
Noel Park 

Estate

High Road

High Road

Noel Park 
Estate

High Road

Towards Alexandra 
Palace

Concept threeConcept Two

• Demolish eastern side of Mall and provide new and improved links to 
Noel Park Estate. Retail retailed at ground level.

1 • Demolishing Mall and providing new links to Noel Park Estate and 
Alexandra Palace. Sky City homes are reprovided. Retail retained at 
ground and mezzanine level 

1

• Refurbishment and re-cladding of Mall
• Removal of bridge and improving pedestrian environment and 

connections at ground level

1

2

• No east west connections
• Lack of frontage to the rear of retail units
• Bridge restricts views and limits activity at street level

1

2

3

Noel Park
1

12

2

3

1

1

Noel Park 
Estate

High Road
The Mall 
(West)

The Mall 
(East)

Affix Stickers here:

REGENERATING AND STITCHING 
TOGETHER A TOWN CENTRE 
WITH RETAIL AND RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Affix Stickers here:

A MORE CONTEMPORARY SHOPPING 
ENVIRONMENT

WOOD GREEN 
STATION

STATION RD

PA
RK

 R
ID

IN
G

S

BRAMPTON PARK RD

HIGH ROAD

HORNSE
Y 

PA
RK R

D

BROOK RD

MAYES ROAD
CAXTON ROAD

GLADSTONE AVENUE

AL
EX

AN
DR

A 
RO

AD

PARKLAND ROAD

CREATES POOR 
PEDESTRIAN 

CONNECTIONS

VIBRANT BUT 
HIDDEN MARKET

EXCELLENT VIEWS 
FROM HIGH LEVEL

BRIDGE SUCKS LIFE 
OFF THE STREET 
AND DIVIDES IT

LACK OF FRONTAGE 
BEHIND MALL

RESTAURANTS 
ACTIVATE THE 

STREET

DOMINANCE OF 
SERVICE YARDS

CAR PARKING 
DOMINATES THE 
TOWN CENTRE

FEW PLACES TO 
DWELL INSIDE

COBURG ROAD

PELHAM RD

PLEASE ADD ANY 
OTHER ISSUES TO THE 

MAP OR SUGGEST 
IMPROVEMENTS

THE MALL
SERVICE YARDS

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES

A number of approaches are described in the diagrams 
below right to address the issues and aspirations 
described above - we would like to know what you think 
of these ideas on the feedback form provided.

Retail
Re-cladding
Public space

Retail
Public space

Retail
Re-cladding
Public space
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Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:

NOTE: New health and educational facilities will come with growth
Like DislikeDon’t know

Your needs and vision: 
• A vibrant place for all to enjoy at 

different times
• A better mix of entertaining activities, 

use of public amenities and promotion 
of local artists. 

Some of your ideas: 
• More evening activities such as theatre, 

clubs, bars, late cafes and restaurants
• Improved cultural and art facilities
• Young people’s activities and children 

play centres

• More special cafes
• Local festivals 
• Swimming-pool reopened and 

library modernised
• Social places for the eldery.

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

09 | ENJOY
LEISURE AND RECREATION

NEW LIBRARY WITH 
IMPROVED COMMUNITY 
AND EDUCATION 
FACILITIES

A NEW PUBLIC SPORTS 
FACILITY

NEW OR IMPROVED 
COMMUNITY SPACES

FLEXIBLE SPACE 
FOR MUSIC OR 
PERFORMANCE

BARS, NIGHTLIFE 
AND IMPROVED 
RESTAURANTS

A good quality, diverse leisure 
facilities and a strong night-time 
economy is an important part of a 
town centre’s function and vitality. 
Although highly subjective, Wood 
Green generally tends towards the 
‘lower end’ market, with betting 
shops and takeaways prevalent on 
the High Road. Restaurants similar 
to Mosaica, in the Chocolate 
Factory, are noticeably absent on 
the High Road, and there is little 
activity beyond 7pm.

The adjacent map illustrates  
all current leisure spaces within  
the area.

Existing Facilities

Cinema and Bingo 4%
Community Centres 2%

Gyms and Sports centres 5%

Restaurants
Bars / Nightclubs

Cafes / Coff ee

Fa
st

 F
oo

d

Be
ttin

g s
hops / Arcades
15%

26
%

18%

8%
23%

Leisure use types within the area

Ideas for improving Wood Green’s leisure offer

Low quality offer 
Of the leisure offer within the project area, betting 
shops and arcades account for 15% and fast 
food outlets 26%. Whilst the area is well served 
by cinemas, the Vue is used as a church at 
weekends to supplement income, questioning 
the viability of the existing offer. The library is a 
key local facility that needs to be improved with a 
community, leisure and education focus.

Strengths 
The success of Costa café and Gokyuzu restaurant 
show the demand for higher quality food and drink. 
Cypress House is a destination in the Cultural 
Quarter with a number of leisure facilities clustering 
here including Zone Gym. Public facilities such as 
the outdoor gym in Ducketts Common are well 
used when provided and the areas historic pubs 
have a strong character.

1 2

COFFEE 
REPUBLIC IS 
WELL USED

2

Leisure Uses

GREAT NORTHERN RAILW
AY

WOOD 
  GREEN

TURNPIKE 
LANE

HORNSEY

Leisure UsesLeisure Uses

The Vue Cinema - 1st floor

The Mall - 1st floor

Leisure Uses

ZONE GYM IN 
CYPRESS HOUSE

2

KARAMEL CAFÉ 
FUNCTIONS AS A 

MUSIC VENUE

2

TAKEAWAYS ON 
THE HIGH ROAD

1

BETTING SHOPS 
IN PROMINENT 

LOCATIONS 

1

Leisure within buildings
Leisure uses

The Gym
Vue Cinema, 1st floor
Cineworld
Woodgreen Snooker Centre
Brooks Cafe

Olympus Nightclub
Jolly Anglers Pub
The Goose Pub
Monaghans Tavern

The Decorium (function room)

Wood Green Asian Centre & Mosque
West Indian Community Centre

WOOD GREEN 
LIBRARY, A KEY 
FACILITY TO BE 

IMPROVED

2

High Road

Station Road

Turnpike Lane

A
B
C
D
E

G
H
J
K

F

L
M

A

B

C

D
E

K

J
H

G

F

L

M

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES

PLEASE LET US 
KNOW IF THERE 
IS ANY LEISURE 

ACTIVITY WE HAVE 
MISSED

Focus on improving the 
quantity and quality of leisure 
facilities provided in the town 
centre, including a modern 
library, quality restaurants and 
nightlife alongside a stronger 
cultural offer if a suitable 
partner can be found.  This 
will increase the town centre’s 
function and vitality.

GOALS FOR WOOD GREEN

2

WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

Public Exhibition and Workshops
November 2015

Your needs and vision: 
• Better use of parks and spaces and provision in 

urban furniture.
• A green and friendly place to relax for all

Some of your ideas:
• More trees, flowers, greenery & places to sit
• Plazas, squares and small urban parks
• Space for street entertainment and markets
• Space in parks for outdoor activities and uses (BBQs, 

basketball, gym, walking, skating)

• Playgrounds and gated gardens for children
• A woodland
• Improving space around Vue
• Improving uses in Alexandra Park and  

Turnpike Lane

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

10 | ENJOY
PUBLIC AND GREEN SPACES

Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:

A COVERED PUBLIC 
SPACE FOR YEAR-
ROUND USE

CONNECTIONS 
ALONGSIDE THE NEW 
RIVER

A PUBLIC SPACE 
THAT ENCOURAGES 
PLAY AND ACTIVITY

WIDEN, GREEN 
AND ENHANCE KEY 
PEDESTRIAN ROUTES

A TOWN SQUARE 
ACTIVE AT NIGHT AND 
SUITABLE FOR EVENTS

LEISURE PROVISION 
ON THE HIGH ROAD 
AND IN EXISTING 
GREEN SPACES

Like DislikeDon’t know

Let us know what you think of the examples 
shown using the coloured dots provided...

References for Improved Public Spaces

Affix Stickers here:

MORE PLACES TO SIT IN 
AND AROUND THE TOWN 
CENTRE

Affix Stickers here:

IMPROVED ACCESS 
TO ALEXANDRA 
PALACE WITH MORE 
PUBLIC EVENTS

• Protect existing green spaces and make them 
more accessible for public use to bring health 
and wellbeing benefits to the community and 
enhance the appearance and perception of 
Wood Green

• Improve the quality and quantity of public open 
space to provide a more attractive experience 
and encourage dwell time on and around the 
High Road

• ‘Green’ Wood Green – more trees, linear parks 
and green space with active community uses.

• Create a new and green ‘Town Square’ on the 
High Road connected to a modern library

GOALS FOR WOOD GREEN Ideas for an improved network of public and green spaces

Green network linking existing spaces New / improved public space

Hornsey

Turnpike 
Lane

Wood 
Green

Alexandra 
Palace

A network of upgraded streets will 
connect existing and new public 
spaces provide a welcoming 
and easy to use environment 
characterised by generous planting.

A

A new Town Square on the High 
Road fronted by a new library, 
landscaping and space for 
community events.

E

A new square in the Cultural 
Quarter celebrating the areas 
activity. Improvements made to the 
streetscape and Penstock tunnel to 
improve links with Alexandra Palace.

C

Widening Station Road to provide 
greater space for existing mature 
trees and provide a more relaxed 
pedestrian environment.

D

A more defined entrance to 
Ducketts Common with greater 
space afforded to the Tube Station 
entrance at the head of Turnpike 
Lane.

F

High Road

Station Road

Turnpike Lane

Improvements to Wood Green 
Common to support greater use and 
encourage pedestrian routes through 
the space.

B

The plan opposite shows there is a significant 
lack of green and public space in the Wood Green  
town centre.

Public Space

The High Road is congested with very few pockets 
that provide space to pause and rest. The two most 
prominent sites are Hollywood Green, and the space 
outside Wood Green Library, both of which are poorly 
defined and do not have an overarching identity. The 
frontage to Green Riding House and the northern edge 
of Station Road have more generous public space, but 
are let down by out-dated hard landscaping and a lack 
of active frontage.

High Road improvements

A range of public realm enhancements have recently 
been completed on the High Road. In general 
these works have refreshed the place but have not 
significantly increased the provision of public space.

Green open space

There is a lack of open space (marked in red on the 
plan opposite) at the heart of the Area Action Plan area, 
caused by a lack of green space and poor access to 
surrounding spaces such as Alexandra Park. Wood 
Green Common and Trinity Gardens are also valuable 
resources but they are fenced off, have poor access, 
suffer from outdated design and are underused (or 
used for anti-social activity).

Existing Open Spaces

Green space Public space including pavements Open space deficiency

HORNSEY

TURNPIKE 
LANE

WOOD 
GREEN

ALEXANDRA 
PALACE

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES

PLEASE ADD YOUR 
OWN THOUGHTS 

ON WOOD GREENS 
PUBLIC AND 

GREEN SPACES

LACK OF QUALITY 
PUBLIC SPACE IN 
THE CULTURAL 

QUARTER

NEW RIVER VISIBLE 
AT THE SOUTH 

OF NIGHTINGALE 
GARDENS

TRINITY GARDENS 
QUALITY SPACE BUT 

NOT WELL LINKED

WOOD GREEN 
LIBRARY A KEY 

PUBLIC SPACE ON 
THE HIGH ROAD

HOLLYWOOD GREEN 
PUBLIC SPACE IS 
POORLY DEFINED

STATION ROAD 
CONGESTED WITH 
LITTLE SPACE FOR 

EXISTING TREES

WOOD GREEN 
COMMON 

UNDERUSED

POOR ENTRANCE TO 
DUCKETTS COMMON

 FORMER RAILWAY 
LINE / GREEN LINK 

INACCESSIBLE

NIGHTINGALE 
GARDENS HAS 

A STRONG 
CHARACTER

POOR ACCESS 
THROUGH TO 

ALEXANDRA PARK

OPEN SPACE 
DEFICIENCY AT 

HEART OF AAP AREA



Page 89WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

89WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

Public Exhibition and Workshops
November 2015

Your needs and vision:
• Using the potential of the quarter to incubate and 

promote local entreprises
• A thriving, affordable and creative place to work 

and learn

Some of your ideas: 
• A hub for social entrepreneurs
• A place for start-ups and individual businesses
• Spaces for artisans and crafts

• Promote the Cultural Quarter
• Promotion of the existing cultural businesses and 

organisations

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

11 | WORK
THE CULTURAL QUARTER

Alongside the High Road and Haringey Council, the 
Cultural Quarter is amongst Wood Green’s largest area 
of employment. The AAP (Area Action Plan) will look 
to provide improved access to education, training and 
employment, delivering a minimum of 1,500 new jobs. 
The Cultural Quarter has been identified as the key area 
capable of supporting and encouraging this growth.

The area was once home to Barratt’s sweet factory 
which moved out in 1980. The quarter supports over 
300 business and creative organisations, with a wealth 
of interesting activity taking place daily but often 
hidden from view. 

The key building is Chocolate Factory 1, which 
provides workspace to a number of creative industries. 
Chocolate Factory 2 is also notable, again containing 
workspace, while Karamel Restaurant brings social 
life to the area. The diagram on the right illustrates the 
wide variety of uses that are found amongst the various 
buildings alongside some key threats.

Mountview Theatre School is currently located here 
with 400 students. However it will be relocating to 
Peckham by 2017. To the south, a new development of 
around 1,100 new homes has been granted planning 
permission.

The Cultural Quarter sits between the High Road and 
Alexandra Palace. Its cultural diversity clearly needs to 
be reconsidered as part of a wider cultural strategy.

Existing Situation

Ideas for enhancing the Cultural Quarter and creating new jobs

Affix Stickers here:

PROVIDE SPACE FOR 
MAKERS

Affix Stickers here:

LOCATE THE COUNCIL 
OFFICES IN THE 
CULTURAL QUARTER

Affix Stickers here:

PROVIDE SPACE FOR 
MANUFACTURING AND 
LIGHT INDUSTRY

Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:

COMBINE 
WORKSPACE WITH 
RESIDENTIAL

PROVIDE 
FLEXIBLE MEDIUM 
SIZED SPACE 
FOR GROWING 
BUSINESSES

Affix Stickers here:

MORE RESTAURANTS, 
CAFES OR LEISURE 
FACILITIES

Affix Stickers here:

ENHANCED 
NETWORKS AND 
BUSINESS SUPPORT

Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:Affix Stickers here: Affix Stickers here:

ENCOURAGE MODERNISATION OF THE QUARTER

Like DislikeDon’t know

A PLACE FOR 
EDUCATION, TRAINING 
OR RESEARCH

INFRASTRUCTURE TO 
SERVE BUSINESSES 
SUCH AS HIGH SPEED 
BROADBAND

NEED FOR A MULTI-
PURPOSE ARTS OR 
COMMUNITY VENUE

Existing uses

Church

Bread Factory

Nursary

Storage

Pub

Recording studio

Chocolate Factory 2

Chocolate Factory 1

Parma House • Affordable workspace
• Studios/workshops
• Music venue
• Cafe/bar

• Studios / workshops
• Restaurant
• Offices
• Affordable workspace

• Studios/workshops
• Offices

Bittern place

Light industrialEducation - creative
(Academy of Theatre Arts)

Education  
- specialist college

The Decorium

Olympia Industrial Estate

Light industrial

Function room

Guillemot place

Light industrial

Job centre / employment Cambridge House

Offices

• Gym
• Martial arts studios
• Children’s adventure  

playground
• Studios/Workshops

Cypress House

Primary school

Cob
urg

 Roa
d

Brook Road

Cl
ar

en
do

n 
Ro

ad

W
estern Road

Mayes Road

Wood Green 
Common

“There is a lot of unappealing 
architecture here which acts as 
a visual deterrent and creates 

a perception of crime and poor 
security”

Stiletto

Cocorose

“There is poor connectivity with the 
high street and many people find it 
hard to make their way here. There 

should be more visibility.”

“There is a good rapport amongst 
businesses who share ideas and 
experiences. It would be good to 

have another ‘social space’ that can 
help support and encourage these 

conversations.”

Electric Sunshine

“In 1985 the Cultural Quarters 
contribution to Wood Green’s GDP 

was 4-5%. In 2008 this had
risen to 29%”

Collage Arts

Goodwin & Goodwin’s workshops

The highly regarded Mosaica restaurant in 
Chocolate Factory 1

Goodwin & Goodwin are one of the Cultural 
Quarters success stories, an expanding business 
who are beginning to outgrow their current space

Outside Chocolate Factory 2 and Karamel cafe 
which also operates as a live music venue

Interviews and photographic survey

Wood Green Films, one of many creative 
businesses operating within Chocolate Factory 2

LOW FOOTFALL

DIVERSE COLLECTION 
OF BUSINESSES 

PROVIDE A STRONG 
IDENTITY

STRONG CHARACTER 
AND INDUSTRIAL 

HERITAGE

ACCESS TO 
AFFORDABLE 

WORKSPACE FOR 
YOUNG BUSINESSES

RISING RENTS 
THREATEN CREATIVE 

BUSINESSES

MAKES A SIGNIFICANT 
ECONOMIC 

CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE AREA

LACK OF SPACE 
FORCES BUSINESSES 

TO LEAVE

LITTLE EVIDENCE OF 
ACTIVITY

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES

• Link the Cultural Quarter more directly with the 
town centre and Alexandra Palace, improving 
its range of employment spaces to encourage 
new jobs

• Provide an enhanced cultural offer, perhaps 
by attracting one or more significant cultural 
organisations to the area

• Attract a major employer and education 
provider such as a notable research institution

• Potentially locate elements of the Council here
• Look to encourage a community based arts 

venue, or start up company
• Create a new public space with café’s and small 

independent shops to showcase the areas 
creativity and activity

• Mix in some residential and live-work spaces
• Build in the infrastructure now, such as  

high-speed broadband to attract businesses

GOALS FOR WOOD GREEN

WOOD GREEN’S
FUTURE

Public Exhibition and Workshops
November 2015

Your needs and vision: 
• A better share of the place and 

traffic management (issues 
with congestion, crossings, ‘rat 
running’ parking restrictions) 

• A quiet and convenient place to 
commute for all 

Some of your ideas: 
• Diversion of traffic without bad 

impact on residential streets 
• Pedestrian friendly spaces and 

improved crossings

• Flying car park (temporary 
parking)

• Cycle highway and Boris bikes 
• Alternative transport means like 

cable cars
• Real hub for transport.

WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD US

12 | CONNECT
TRANSPORT & PARKING

There is an opportunity to rethink 
the town centre’s approach to 
transport and parking. 

Over the next few months the 
Piccadilly Line will begin to run 
for 24 hours serving Wood Green 
Station on Fridays and Saturdays. 
In the longer term, Crossrail 2 is 
likely to open either two stations 
at Alexandra Palace and Turnpike 
Lane, or one central station in 
Wood Green. These developments 
will make Wood Green even more 
accessible by public transport and 
will decrease the need for cars.

There is a lack of direct, 
continuous walking and cycling 
routes across the High Road 
and wider area. There is also an 
oversupply of parking in Wood 
Green which is under-utilised and 
in difficult to find locations such as 
above shops.

Existing Situation

Traffic 
The High Road is vehicle dominated not lending 
itself to pedestrians. There is also little provision 
for alternative modes of transport such as cycling 
with infrastructure such as the bus garage 
adding to the problem. There are also a lack of 
pedestrian crossings.

Parking 
The carparks in Wood Green have an adverse 
affect on the streetscape and occupy prominent 
land better suited to alternative uses. There are 
also issues with the distribution as areas such as 
Turnpike Lane  have noted a lack of parking for 
businesses.

1 2

OP1a

HORNSEY 
PARK ROAD 
PRESSURES

CONGESTION 
OUTSIDE BUS 

DEPOT

RESULTS IN 
UNATTRACTIVE 
STREETSCAPE

SERVICE YARDS 
DOMINATE

CULTURAL 
QUARTER 
BUSINESS 
PARKING

INAPPROPRIATE 
LOCATION

ISSUES WITH 
‘RAT RUNNING’

CONGESTED 
PAVEMENTS

1 1 1 12 2 2 2

OP1b

OP2

Service yards
Business & staff parking
Customer parking
Above ground parking

Alexandra 
Palace

Wood 
Green

Turnpike 
Lane

Alexandra 
Park

Hornsey
Potential Crossrail location

Affix Stickers here:

INTELLIGENT 
TRANSPORT 
SYSTEMS

Affix Stickers here:

UNDERGROUND 
PARKING & 
SERVICE YARDS

Affix Stickers here:

INTEGRATED 
CYCLE NETWORKS

Affix Stickers here:

BUILDINGS AS BOTH A 
CAR PARK AND MULTI-
USE SPACE

Ideas for improving transport and parking

Affix Stickers here:

SHUTTLE BUS 
CONNECTING HARD 
TO REACH AREAS

Like DislikeDon’t know

Affix Stickers here:

CAR-PARKS 
WITH IMPROVED 
CLADDING AND 
APPEARANCE

PLEASE  
ADD ANY OTHER 
ISSUES OR MAKE 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS

ISSUES

To take the opportunity 
to rethink Wood Green’s 
transport infrastructure to 
deliver a more coherent and 
pedestrian orientated Town 
Centre that is forward thinking, 
sustainable and diverse.

GOALS FOR WOOD GREEN


